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INTRO: 

TRANSPORTATION SECRETARY WILLIAM COLEMAN'S RULING 
ON LANDING RIGHTS FOR THE CONCORDE WAS NOT TAKEN LIGHTLY. 
IN THIS BACKGROUND REPORT, SEAN KELLY DISCUSSES SOME OF 
THE FACTORS THAT INFLUENCED THE DECISION: 

TEXT: 

SECRETARY COLEMAN SAID IT WAS ONE OF THE HARDEST 
DECISIONS HE HAD MADE SINCE COMING TO WASHINGTON, AS HE 
SAW IT, NO MATTER HOW HE RULED ON THE CONCORDE ---SOMEONE 
WAS BOUND TO BE UNHAPPY, 

THERE WERE, FIRST OF ALL, THE AMERICAN OBJECTIONS 
TO THE AIRCRAFT. PEOPLE SAID IT MADE TOO MUCH NOISE, 
POLLUTED THE ATMOSPHERE, WASTED ENERGY, AND SET A BAD 
PRECEDENT, U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS, THEY SAID, 
SHOULD NOT BE LOWERED SIMPLY TO PERMIT THE BRITISH AND 
FRENCH TO RECOUP ON A BAD INVESTMENT, 

THEN THERE WAS THE OTHER POINT OF VIEW, "THE 
CONCORDE," SAID SECRETARY COLEMAN, "REPRESENTS A THIRTEEN 
YEAR COMMITTMENT OF ALMOST THREE THOUSAND MILLION DOLLARS 
BY THE BRITISH AND FRENCH GOVERNMENTS WHO ARE AMONG OUR 
CLOSEST ALLIES AND OUR BEST CUSTOMERS..." DENYING CONCORDE 
LANDING RIGHTS IN THE U.S., HE SAID, WOULD HAVE PRODUCED 
SERIOUS INTERNATIONAL REPURCUSSIONS: "PRESTIGE, ECONOMIC 
VITALITY, AND EMPLOYMENT STABILITY WERE AT STAKE," 
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SO SECRETARY COLEMAN CHOSE A COMPROMISE ARRANGEMENT —-- 
A MIDDLE GROUND THAT WOULD OFFER SOME DEGREE OF SATISFACTION 
TO EACH SIDE, HE PERMITTED THE CONCORDE TO LAND IN NEW YORK 
AND WASHINGTON, BUT ONLY ON A PROVISIONAL BASIS --= A 
SIXTEEN MONTH TRIAL WHILE ITS ENGINE NOISE AND POLLUTION 
WOULD BE CLOSELY MONITORED, 

IT WOULD TAKE THIS LONG, HE SAID, TO GIVE IT A 
THOROUGH TESTING. FAIRNESS AND EQUITY DEMANDED NO LESS. 
BUT, HE WARNED: "IT MAY WELL BE THAT FURTHER DEVELOPIHENT 
OF THIS TECHNOLOGY IS NOT ECONOMICALLY SENSIBLE IN THE 
ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTALLY CONSCIOUS PERIOD IN WHICH WE 
LIVE. IF SO," SAID SECRETARY COLEMAN "THEN THE CONCORDE 
WILL FAIL BECAUSE IT IS AN ANACHRONISM, AND ITS FAILURE 
WILL BE RECOGNIZED AS SUCH === RATHER THAN ATTRIBUTED TO 
AN ARBITRARY AND PROTECTIONIST ATTITUDE OF THE UNITED 
STATES..." 

IN THE MEANTIME, THE SECRETARY NOTED THAT HIS 
DECISION COULD WELL BE CONTESTED IN THE U.S. COURTS. 
SEVERAL SUCH LEGAL ACTIONS ARE ALREADY UNDERWAY, 
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